NITRATE IN NEBRASKA GROUNDWATER

119,683 Nitrate Well Samples from the Nebraska

Groundwater Quality Clearinghouse: All Well
Types 20035-2019
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1969 to 2023, however,
due to process changes,
the record from 2020 to
2024 is incomplete.
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DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY

Updates to the Clearinghouse are expected to be completed in 2025 to allow for data collected since 2019 to be submitted.

HIGH NITRATE

CONCENTRATIONS ARE
FOUND ACROSS NEBRASKA

¢ Wells exceeding the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) maximum
contaminant level (MCL) for nitrate, 10 milligrams per liter, have been
reported since at least the 1940s.

WHAT KIND OF WELLS ARE

¢ Once in groundwater, nitrate can persist for decades. MOST AT RISK OF NITRATE
CONTAMINATION?

NEBRASKA NITRATE CONCENTRATIONS BY DECADE

USGS Monitoring Wells 1930-2019 ¢ Well construction: Shallow wells (50-feet or less in depth),
improperly constructed wells, and pit-wells
161 4 2271 415 1804 4788 3013 9079 8183 2949 (where the wellhead is in a sub-surface pit)
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