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DWEE Permitting
Permitting and Engineering Programs
• Air Construction and Operating
• Integrated Waste and RCRA
• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES)
• Drinking Water and Wastewater 

Construction
• Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation 

(CAFO)-Construction and Operating
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Other DWEE Permitting Programs
• Dam Safety
• CAFO NPDES Permit
• Mineral Exploration
• On-site Wastewater Treatment Operating 

Permit
• Underground Injection Control
• Surface Water Permit

https://dwee.nebraska.gov/



Permitting Process Overview
1. Application Submittal
2. Administrative and 

Technical Review 
[Internal]

3. Document Drafting
4. Internal Review [Internal]
5. Compliance Review 

[Internal]
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6. Supervisor Review [Internal]
7. Courtesy Source Review 

[External]
8. Public Notice (if applicable) 

[External]
9. Public Hearing (if applicable)

     [External]
10. Final Review and Issuance



Permitting Process Overview
2. Administrative and Technical Review:
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What is it?
This step involves review 
of different parts of the 
application to ensure it 
accurately portrays the 
project.

Common speedbumps:
 Not being registered with 

Secretary of State;
 Responsible Official 

designation;
 Fee amount/submittal (if 

applicable);
 Not submitting proper 

documentation (i.e.: 
calculation sheets, 
specification sheets, etc.)



Permitting Process Overview
3. Document Drafting:
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What is it?
This step involves 
preparing the permit 
documents (i.e: 
calculation sheet, 
permit, and fact sheet) 
based on the 
application.

Common speedbumps:
 Not submitting proper 

documentation (i.e.: 
calculation sheets, 
specification sheets, etc.)

 Changing scope of the project 
(i.e.: adding new things, 
modifying proposed 
limitations, etc.);

 Delays in responding to 
communication request 
timelines



Permitting Process Overview
4. Internal Review, 5. Compliance Review, 6. Supervisor Review:
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What is it?
This step involves 
peer-reviewing the 
drafts to address any 
mistakes and to 
address enforceability.

Common speedbumps:
 Workload may delay peer-

reviews;
 Changing scope of the project 

(i.e.: adding new things, 
modifying proposed 
limitations, etc.)



Permitting Process Overview
7. Courtesy Source Review:
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What is it?
This step involves a 
courtesy source 
review to look over 
the draft documents 
and provide any 
comments they may 
have prior to public 
notice (if applicable) 
or issuance.

Common speedbumps:
 Changing scope of the project 

(i.e.: adding new things, 
modifying proposed 
limitations, etc.);

 Asking for additional items 
that were not in the scope of 
the project; 

 Delays in responding to 
communication request 
timelines.



Permitting Process Overview
8. Public Notice – if applicable:
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What is it?
This step (if applicable) 
involves providing the 
public with an 
opportunity to review 
and comment on draft 
permit documents.

Common speedbumps:
 While it is within the public 

notice procedures, waiting 
until the end of the public 
notice period to submit 
comments usually slows the 
issuance process;

 Changing scope of the project 
(i.e.: adding new things, 
modifying proposed 
limitations, etc.)



Permitting Process Overview
9. Public Hearing – if applicable:
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What is it?
This step (if 
applicable) involves 
providing citizens with 
an additional 
opportunity to review 
and comment on draft 
permit documents via 
a public hearing.

Common speedbumps:
 While it is within the public 

hearing procedures, if a hearing 
request is received (and granted) 
it necessitates an additional 
public notice period (30 days).

 While it is within the public 
hearing procedures, the number 
of comments received can delay 
the issuance process.



Permitting Process Overview
10. Final Review and Issuance:
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What is it?
This step involves final 
review of the draft 
documents (including 
response summaries 
if warranted) and 
signature.

Note: if there are changes to 
the permit as a result of the 
public notice and/or public 
hearing, a new public comment 
period may be needed.

Common speedbumps:
 Workload may delay reviews and 

issuance.



Air Permitting Process Overview
Processing Assistance Tools and Tips – the 6Cs:
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1. Communicate 
early in the process.

2. Collect project 
information.

3. Calculate emission 
contributions to 
understand if you need 
a permit.

4. Compare emission 
contributions to 
determine the need for a 
permit.

5. Complete and 
submit application.

6. Communicate 
throughout the 
process.



Air Permitting Process Overview
Processing Assistance Tools and Tips – the 6Cs:
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For more information, please refer to the NDWEE website 



Air Permitting Process Overview
Processing Assistance Tools and Tips
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Curious about permit status updates? 
Please check out our website: 
https://dee.nebraska.gov

Need to schedule a pre-
application meeting?
Please contact us at: 
DWEE.airquality@nebraska.gov

Have questions regarding air permitting? 
Please contact us at: 
DWEE.airquality@nebraska.gov

Want to receive periodic air 
permitting related updates?
Please sign up at:
https://listserv.nebraska.gov



Questions?
Contact Information:

Reuel Anderson, Administrator
Permitting and Engineering Division

reuel.anderson@nebraska.gov
Telephone: (402) 471-2186
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