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EPA
REGION 7

EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

TEAM

NDEQ and EPA Region 7 Response 
and Readiness 

  ”Working together w/ LEPCs 
   and Responders” 
 
Disaster Response 
 
Oil pipeline response 
 



“To safeguard the health of our communities for all 
generations, we clean up contaminated lands.   

 
In a culture of teamwork and respect, we are efficient, 

innovative, and fiscally responsible stewards of public trust.” 
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EPA Organization 



SOUTH DAKOTA 

NEBRASKA 

MINNESOTA 

ILLINOIS 

KANSAS 

IOWA 

MISSOURI 

SIOUXLAND 
Randy Schademann 

(913) 551-7331 
OMAHA/COUNCIL BLUFFS 

Janice Kroone 
(913) 551-7005 

QUAD CITIES 
Joe Davis 

(913) 551-7909 

GREATER ST. LOUIS 
Jeff Weatherford 

(636) 326-4720 

SOUTH-CENTRAL 
NEBRASKA 

Todd Campbell 
(913) 551-7115 

CENTRAL KANSAS 
Katy Miley 

(913) 551-7916 SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
Heath Smith 

(636) 326-4726 

Preparedness & Planning with Locals 
(subarea planning and LEPC interactions) 
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Region 7 Sub-areas 



Nebraska Boom Training 



Statutory Authority 

• CERCLA – Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, & Liability Act 

• CWA/OPA – Clean Water Act, as amended 
by Oil Pollution Act 

• Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act 
 



CERCLA Responses 

• EPA can conduct fund lead removal actions 
– Responsible party is bankrupt/insolvent 
– Unable/unwilling to perform clean up 

• Require potentially responsible parties to 
perform removal actions 

• Hazardous Substances 
• Cost Recovery 



Lead Sites 

https://www.epaosc.net/sites/KSD9806855366/files/copy of p0001360.jpg�


Tire Fires 
 

Derailments 



Abandoned Drum Sites 

https://www.epaosc.net/sites/KSD981713597/files/p0001260.jpg�
https://www.epaosc.net/sites/KSD065764995/files/1.jpg�


 Mercury 



Moscow, KS Mercury 







Omaha, NE – 90 lbs.Mercury 



Agromac-Lockwood 



19 minutes 





Chem Central Fire 

https://epaosc.org/sites/2785/files/img_5545.jpg�


Chem Central Fire 

• OSCs deployed to fire in KC MO to assess 
situation 

• Sampling teams deployed in KC Metro area 
for air sampling 

• ASPECT Plane air overflights  
• 24 hour REOC activated to support Incident 

Command  
 



Chem Central Fire 

https://epaosc.org/sites/2785/files/chemcentralpic4.jpg�


Iowa-Nebraska Light and Power 
Company FMGP Site 

• Site first owned by Norfolk Light & Fuel Company in 1902. 
Manufactured gas plant (MGP) operations began between 
1907-1909 

• Site has since changed ownership and operation several 
times. Site currently owned by Black Hills Energy (BHE) 
and Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD), and Centel 
Corp. is successor to former MGP operator 

• Centel and BHE under Administrative Order on Consent 
with EPA to perform non-time critical removal action 



Site Map 



Greensburg, KS  
• Approximately 2,000 residents. 
• 100 miles west of Wichita, KS. 
• Home of World’s Largest Hand-Dug Well and 

“Worlds Largest” meteorite 
• Farming, Oil and Gas, are main economic 

base. 



Greensburg, KS Tornado 

• EPA Region 7 immediately dispatched two 
OSC’s with response truck and mobile 
command post.  Five OSCs by day five. 

• Hazardous conditions included asbestos, 
propane, anhydrous ammonia, chlorine, 
solvents, paints, derailed tank cars, bulk 
gasoline tanks, and PCBs. 
 







 



 





Greensburg, KS Tornado 

• EPA involved in: 
– Emergency Responses 
– Orphan Containers 
– HHW and White Goods 
– Transformers/PCBs 
– Oil Spills/Oversight 
– Ambient Air Monitoring/Sampling 
– Bulk Sampling 



Joplin Tornado Response 2011 
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Ken Buchholz 
Incident Commander 



Tornado considerations 
• Joplin, Missouri – pop. 50,000 
• May 22, 2011 - Tornado on 

ground 19 minutes. 
• Destruction - six miles long and 

more than a half-mile wide. 
• 14,000 people were left 

homeless.  
• Thousands injured / 162 died. 
• Deadliest tornado in the United 

States since 1947, the seventh-
deadliest in U.S. history 

• damaged up to 8,000 structures, 
including a hospital, junior college 
and eight schools.  

• Norfolk, NE – pop. 
23,500 



On Sunday, May 22, 2011, a deadly tornado ripped through Joplin, Mo., killing more than 150 people.  
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The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Region VII activated 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) on May 23, 2011.  
 
 
EPA is the nationally designated 
agency for Emergency Support 
Function (ESF) 10 – Oil and 
Hazardous Materials. 
 
 
 
At the request of the State of Missouri 
EPA  was mission assigned to conduct 
collection and disposal activities of 
household hazardous waste, white 
goods, and e-waste under ESF 10.  
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 ESF 10 Mission Assignments (MA): 
 
 MA#01  – Conduct Rapid Needs Assessments and staff the FEMA Joint Field Office, 

Joint Information Center, Regional Response Center and State Emergency 
Operations Center - $270,000 – 100% Federal Operations Support 
 

 MA#02  – Conduct air monitoring for asbestos and particulates. - $555,000 – 100%  
Federal Operations Support 
 

 MA#03  – HHW, White Goods, E-Goods - $3,000,000 – 75/25 Split 
 

 MA#04 - HHW, White Goods, E-Goods - $1,500,000 – 90/10 Split 
 

 MA#5 –  ESF 14 Long-Term Recovery – $125,000 – 100% Federal Operations 
Support 

 
 OSLTF  – Preliminary oil spill recon – $25,000 – Coast Guard 

 

Joplin Mission Assignments and Tasking 
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Unified                                      Effort 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/US-ArmyCorpsOfEngineers-Logo.svg�


Destruction in Joplin 
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Joplin Field 
Operations 



VIPER System 
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