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Agency Vision
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Will Meet Our Statutory Responsibilities 
• Be Responsive

• Use Common Sense in Problem Solving

• Be Assistance Focused

• Believe we should help “local people solve local problems”

We help create opportunity through more effective, more efficient 

and customer focused state government



NEO+DEQ=NDEE

• Legislature passed LB302 45-0 effective July1, 2019

• 17 FTE in the transfer

• Located at 521 S 14th street “Executive Building”

• Investigating adjustments to SRF on site loan to replicate 

Dollar and Energy program

• Starting work on 404 program
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Winter Storm Ulmer
Bomb Cyclone (bombogenesis)

• National Weather Service Map
• Red = Blizzard Warning
• Blue = Winter Storm
• Grey = Dense Fog
• Brown = Wind Warning
• Green = Potential Flooding
• Yellow = Tornado Watch

• Sharp drop atmospheric pressure 
(>24 millibars within 24 hours)

• Dropped 34 millibars to 971 = 
Category 3 Hurricane

• Results in extreme winds and 
heavy precipitation

3/13/19 Ulmer becomes a Bomb Cyclone (NASA)

3/12/19 Winter Storm Ulmer (NWS)



Western Nebraska



NEMA, 2019
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March 2019 Flood Ag Section



NPPD, 2019
Spencer Dam, on Niobrara River, before and after flood.  
Dam and dike overtopped by floodwaters and failed, 
rafted ice blocks battered the pump house.  Most of Dike 
was completely washed away, only portions of concrete 
dam remain.
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Declared Emergency Areas
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Flood Damage Estimates

• Loss of Livestock and Crop Losses total 
nearly $900,000,000 

• Infrastructure of roads, bridges, and more, 
nearly half a billion dollars lost

• Over 2,000 Homes and 340 businesses 
damaged or destroyed

• 104 cities, 81 counties, and 5 tribal areas 
declare emergencies
• Major damage in Nance and Sarpy counties

• ($231 million and $106 million, respectively)
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Nebraska Strong (The Human Side)

http://netnebraska.org/interactive-multimedia/news/and-floods-came-nebraska-
2019?field_media_categories_tid_1=All&title=&tid=&page=8

http://netnebraska.org/interactive-multimedia/news/and-floods-came-nebraska-2019?field_media_categories_tid_1=All&title=&tid=&page=8


Incident Command
System (ICS) 
Structure 

- Doris Jansky (Demobilization)

- Tricia Scott (Documentation)
- Greg Lang (Resources)
- Erik Waiss (Situation)
- Sam Capps (Technical Support)
- Justin Nelson (Technical Support)Erik Waiss

Reuel Anderson

Greg Lang

Andy Kahle

Doris Jansky

Russ Wren, DHHS



QR Code Sheet
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NDEE, 2019
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EPA Mobile Lab for domestic well 
testing



What were the results?
Location Date of 

event
Samples 
Received

Positive 
Coliform

Positive 
E.coli

Negatives Percent Positive
Coliform/E.coli

Fremont 3-21-19 80 24 11 56 30/14

Norfolk 3-22-19 148 42 15 106 28/10

Verdigre 3-23-19 52 23 9 29 44/17

Columbus 3-28-19 167 36 10 131 22/6

West Point 3-29-19 120 35 11 85 29/9

Fremont 4-1-19 127 32 10 95 25/8

Ashland 4-2-19 76 11 2 65 15/3

Niobrara 4-9-19

Fullerton 4-10-19

Totals 770 203 68 567



SRF – Funding Response
State Revolving Fund – Financial Assistance for 

public water (DWSRF) and wastewater Projects 
(CWSRF)

EPA/FEMA Memorandum of Understanding
• Streamlines coordination between FEMA and the SRFs 

to enable funding to support essential infrastructure 
projects to be made available as quickly as possible

Nebraska’s SRF
• 0% Financing, Maximum year terms
• Balloon repayment structuring (max. $2,000)
• Towns use the SRFs as a cash flow means while getting 

their infrastructure back



Orphan Tank Program

• NEMA/FEMA/EPA program to 
locate and remove orphan 
fuel tanks

• Propane, Fuel, and other 
tanks floated away during 
the flood

• Many found in difficult to 
reach locations

• Property owners could 
contact the NDEE Flood 
Hotline to report tanks, that 
information was forwarded to 
responders

• Tank program ran through 
the month of May
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Agency Activities and Outreach

 Cross-agency Meeting in March 2019
 Included fed/state/local agencies, NEMA, UNL, burn associations
 Discussed burn activities, monitoring strategies, cross-agency communication, and public outreach

 Lean Six Sigma Process Improvement

 Webinars 

 NDEE University

 Grow Nebraska Team

 Workshops

 Skype huddles

 ELMS Huddle with EPA

 NDEE webpage updated

 Numerous meetings with Farmers, Ranchers, Business leaders and Citizens
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Nebraska’s Selected Mitigation Actions

School Bus 
Replacements,

25%
(~ $3 million)

Eligible Actions 
Based on Demand,

25%
(~ $3 million)

Clean Diesel
DERA Program,

25%
(~ $3 million)

Transit Bus 
Replacements,

10% (~ $1.2 
million)

EV Chargers,
10%

(~ $1.2 million)

Administrative,
5% (~ $0.6 million)
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VW Funding Status, August 2019
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State Energy Plan

Survey snapshot

October 18, 2019 35



Responses and demographics

• Responses – 698

• Largest sector – Residential, 77.27%

– All other sectors (agriculture, commercial, industrial, 

residential, transportation) were less than 10%
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• County information
• 79 of 93 counties responded

• Lancaster and Douglas had the highest number of responses
• 28 and 24 percent, respectively



Sustainability

37

What does energy sustainability mean to you?
Which energy types support respondents’ 

choice toward sustainability?

1) Solar – 82.7%

2) Wind – 77.7%

3) Hydro-electric – 55.3%

4) Geothermal – 54.5%

5) Waste – 39.2%

6) Biofuels – 36.1%

7) Electricity – 35.1%

8) Nuclear – 34.4%

9) Natural Gas – 25.7%

10)Hydrogen – 20.1%
Rounded to the nearest percent.

Rank the most important issues in terms of providing energy to Nebraskans

1 = Low, 5 = High



Research and Actions
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Pick five energy sources Nebraskans should 

rely on (in order of importance:

• Solar

• Wind

• Electricity

• Hydro-electric

• Geothermal
Based on weighted average

Where should research be directed to 

provide sustainable energy to Nebraskans?

1) Using alternative energy – 4.03%

2) Creating energy storage – 3.83%

3) Improving existing energy processes – 3.81%

4) Finding new sources of energy – 3.16%
Response rate: 964

Rank actions you think make wise energy 

use:

1) Use alternative sources of energy – 3.5% 

(weighted average)

2) Making home or business energy efficiency 

improvements – 3.49% (weighted average)

3) Public education

4) Reduce use (ex: doing all errands in one trip 

with your car)

5) Conserve (ex: riding your bike instead of 

driving your car)

Biggest road block in implementing 

sustainable energy practices:

Open-ended question – 784 comments

Additional comments on energy issues to 

consider in revising the State Energy Plan

Open-ended question – 432 comments



Strategic
planning



Working vision:

EVERYONE LIVING, WORKING, AND 
PLAYING

IN A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT



WORKING MISSION:

TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE 
HUMAN HEALTH, THE 

ENVIRONMENT, AND ENERGY 
RESOURCES THROUGH

MONITORING ASSESSING

INSPECTINGEDUCATING

ENFORCING

ASSISTING FUNDINGPERMITTING



WORKING CORE VALUES

Teamwork        communication      innovation 
commitment            integrity



Thank You 

Questions
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