
Building Compliance Requirements in Flood Zone A 

Types of Work Building is Pre-FIRM Building is Post-FIRM 

Rehabilitation (renovate 
or remodel), not SI 

Compliance not required Work shall comply and shall not be allowed 
to make the building non-compliant with 
any aspect of the building that was required 
for compliance 

Rehabilitation (renovate 
or remodel), SI 

Building required to comply Work shall comply and shall not be allowed 
to make the building non-compliant with 
any aspect of the building that was required 
for compliance* 

Lateral addition and 
Rehabilitation, SI 

Addition required to comply; 
building required to comply 

Addition required to comply; building 
required to comply* 

Lateral addition, not SI Addition not required to comply Addition required to be elevated to at least 
the elevation of the existing lowest floor 

Lateral addition, SI, not 
structurally connected 

Addition required to comply; 
building not required to comply 

Addition required to comply 

Lateral addition, SI, 
structurally connected 

Addition required to comply; 
building required to comply 

Addition required to comply; building 
required to comply* 

Vertical addition above 
building, not SI 

Compliance not required Work shall comply and shall not be allowed 
to make the building non-compliant with 
any aspect of the building that was required 
for compliance 

Vertical addition above 
building, SI 

Building required to comply Work shall comply and shall not be allowed 
to make the building non-compliant with 
any aspect of the building that was required 
for compliance* 

Repair foundation, 
not SI 

Compliance not required Repairs shall comply and shall not be 
allowed to make the building non-compliant 
with any aspect of the building that was 
required for compliance 

Repair foundation, SI Building required to comply Building required to comply* 

Replace/extend 
foundation, SI (including 
“elevate-in-place”) 

Building required to comply Building required to comply* 

Repair damage, SD Building required to comply Work shall comply and shall not be allowed 
to make the building non-compliant with 
any aspect of the building that was required 
for compliance* 

Reconstruct new 
building on existing or 
new foundation, SI 

Reconstructed building required 
to comply 

Reconstructed building required to comply* 

*If a map revision has resulted in a higher BFE, a post-FIRM building must comply based on the new BFE. 

This table is adapted from “Table 6-1a. Compliance Matrix (A Zones)” found in FEMA P-758,  Substantial Improvement/Substantial Damage Desk Reference. 
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